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Scraper 2 

 I. Getting the Basics Straight 

 A. What is Bible Study? 

 i. Bible Study is not strict “memorization,” defense, or possession of the Bible, nor 

is it the ability to quote from memory various passages from within the Bible.1 

 ii. Bible study is a “regular, careful, systematic examination” of the text for the 

purpose of better comprehending God's written revelation.2 

 B. Why Study the Bible? 

 i. Due to the prominent place of the Bible in cultures around the world and 

throughout recorded history, one must study the Bible in order to simple be 

educated.3 

 ii. Christians should study the Bible because of “the crucial role of God's written 

Word in evangelism and Christian nurture.”4 

 iii. Bible plays a significant role in developing Christian conscience.5 

 iv. Prayer plays a significant role in, and must be the first step in any serious study of 

the Scriptures.6 

 C. Which Bible Should I Study? 

 i. You should study a Bible that is written in your own language.7 

 ii. You should use one of the “standard” or “less idiomatic or non-paraphrasing” 

translations as your primary text, then delve into several other translations for 

“increased insight.”8 

 iii. Every translations is “interpretive” to a point, though those that are “more literal 

or 'formally equivalent'” attempt to translate as close as possible to the actual 

“grammar, syntax, and vocabulary” of the “original” text.9 

 D. What Are the Basic Questions? 

 i. “What, as a matter of fact, did the authors intend to say to their first readers?”10 

 ii. “What does that have to do with us in our world?”11 

 II. Observation (Look Before You Leap) 

 A. Study in Units 

 i. Try as much as possible to study books of the Bible as a whole, rather than in 

parts. 

 ii. When studying this way, it is easier to see the intent of the author.12 

 iii. This form of studying makes use of “different” “study lenses.”13 

 a) The “wide-angle lens” gives you a comprehensive view of the meaning of the 

text.14 

                                                 
1 Thompson, 16. 
2 Thompson, 16. 
3 Thompson, 18. 
4 Thompson, 18,19. 
5 Thompson, 19. 
6 Thompson, 20. 
7 Thompson, 22. 
8 Thompson, 22. 
9 Thompson, 22-23. 
10 Thompson, 26. 
11 Thompson, 30. 
12 Thompson, 32-33. 
13 Thompson, 33. 
14 Thompson, 33. 
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 b) The “close-up lens” allows you to study the individual “parts” that make up 

the whole.15 

 c) Then, use of the “wide-angle again” gives new vision to the original 

comprehensive view.16 

 B. See What is There: The Content 

 i. “Survey the unit.”17 

 a) Read through the text initially and “quickly” to get a feel for what is there.18 

 ii. “Title chapters, paragraphs and other subunits.”19 

 a) Categorize sections with “short-descriptive titles.”20 

 iii. “Note proportion and sense the atmosphere.”21 

 a) Try as best as possible to identify how much “space” is alloted for each 

“subunit” in order to determine the amount of emphasis that the author was 

trying to give that particular issue.22 

 iv. “Observe the literary type and genre.” 23 

 v. “Make a chart and draw a picture.”24 

 C. The Relationships 

 i. “Learn the basic structural relationships” within the works being studied, which 

include:25 

 a) Cause-effect, climax, comparison, contrast, cruciality, general-specific, 

introduction, question-answer, recurrence.26 

 ii. “Find the design” within the text that you are reading, based on the understanding 

that “structural relationships” are present.27 

 iii. “Probe relationships” that specific structural elements within the text share with 

one another.28 

 III.Interpretation (Ask Questions and Find Answers) 

 A. “Learn Standard Questions to Get at a Meaning”29 

 i. Specific questions should be asked to get the most meaning from a textual study. 

 ii. Questions should be asked to “get definition,” “learn reasons,” “understand the 

means,” “explore implications,” and to discern the meaning surrounding the 

“place and time” as necessary for understanding.30 

 B. “Question Major Matters First”31 

                                                 
15 Thompson, 33. 
16 Thompson, 33. 
17 Thompson, 34. 
18 Thompson, 34. 
19 Thompson, 34. 
20 Thompson, 34. 
21 Thompson, 35. 
22 Thompson, 35. 
23 Thompson, 35. 
24 Thompson, 35. 
25 Thompson, 37. 
26 Thompson, 38-40. 
27 Thompson, 41. 
28 Thompson, 42. 
29 Thompson, 45. 
30 Thompson, 46. 
31 Thompson, 47. 
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 i. Initially look at key issues, and only focus on the specifics as they support the 

major topic.  

 ii. Begin to ask questions initially relative to the major “structures.”32 

 iii. “Ask for reasons guided by the structure,” followed by questions that lead to a 

better understanding of “implications” that come from this structure.33 

 C. “Find Answers”34 

 i. There are a number of questions that are easily answered by focusing on the 

context of the passage studied. 

 ii. Understanding key terms and how they are used within the text can also provide 

key insights. 

 iii. The meaning gained from a passage and how important it is will agree with what 

the writer of the text intended to say. 

 iv. You must sometimes move outside of the Scriptures themselves in order to better 

understand the “Historical setting” of the text. 

 v. It is wise to also learn what others have said about the text, and what conclusions 

others have come to in order to validate your own understanding. 

 vi. Spiritual discernment is a “sense” by which the student “goes beyond data and 

evidence” to better understand the author's intent. 

 vii. The student should also make sure to pay attention to that meaning which 

seems to be most apparent. 

 viii. The lens of your own “experience” can also be a valuable tool in 

interpreting scripture. 

 IV. Evaluation (Let Jesus Be the Judge) 

 A. “Keep the Sacred Story Straight”35 

 i. Scripture is a record “written over a period of at least twelve hundred years” that 

illustrates God's ever-developing revelation of Himself to His people. 

 ii. Something written in the Old Testament is quite possibly only one in a series of 

teachings developing God's revelation. 

 B. “Separate the Local from the Universal”36 

 i. A conscious effort should be made to make a distinction between what within the 

writings held significance within a specific time and place, and what can be held 

as universally applicable. 

 ii. Sometimes, a study of “what changed, and what stays unchanged” as you move 

from passage to passage can help to bring out those universally applicable 

understandings. 

 C. “Discern Biblical Preferences”37 

 i. Relationships between God and humanity, or between different people should 

always take precedence over simply fulfilling some perceived requirement. 

 ii. “Choose the freedom to bring love and grace” into the lives of others as opposed 

to believing that God's love can somehow be “earned.” 

                                                 
32 Thompson, 47. 
33 Thompson, 47. 
34 Thompson, 49-64. 
35 Thompson, 66-68. 
36 Thompson, 68-72. 
37 Thompson, 73-78. 
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 iii. Choose to have “unqualified, unwavering” faith, and allow “works” to be a means 

by which that faith is shown. 

 iv. “Holy love,” is identified by many of the writers of the New Testament as “the 

goal of the entire salvation enterprise.” 

 D. “Let Jesus Be the Judge”38 

 i. Choose to evaluate “actions and attitudes” by the model presented in the life of 

Jesus. 

 E. “Listen to the Cononical Dialogue”39 

 i. When trying to discern what is presented in scripture on a particular issue, pay 

attention to the dialogue that takes place between all of the writers on the subject. 

 ii. There are issues on which the dialogue seems to be left unfinished and are the 

ongoing work of God's real and active revelation within the body of Christ. 

 F. “Find the Dialogue”40 

 i. Make use of tools like concordances to help in finding the other passages of 

Scripture that deal with the issue that you are studying. 

 ii. Study other commentaries and other sources to determine what has been 

discerned on the topic. 

 V. Application (Live the Word) 

 A. “Raise the 'So What?' Question”41 

 i. Understanding the meaning of the text is important, but distinct from the 

application of that text to life. 

 ii. In order for study to be effective, it must incorporate an understanding of the 

application of that text to the contemporary situation. 

 B. “Apply Major Principles First”42 

 i. The “general” points raised within Scripture must be applied first before attention 

is given to the specifics. 

 ii. Attempting to apply the “details” first can serve as an obstacle to the overall intent 

of the general principles. 

 C. “Apply Ideas and Actions”43 

 i. Application is most effective when the ideas and “principles” presented in 

Scripture are then transformed into our everyday actions. 

 ii. Students should pay attention to the specific ways that the ideas and desires of 

God presented in Scripture can be lived out in contemporary society. 

 D. “Apply Corporately and Individually”44 

 i. Students should apply the general concepts within Scripture individually with the 

intent of contributing to the overall positive progression of the community. 

 ii. While considering the individual implications of the messages within scripture, 

time should be spent also considering the communal implications. 

 E. “Apply Positively and Negatively”45 

                                                 
38 Thompson, 78-79. 
39 Thompson, 80-82. 
40 Thompson, 82-84. 
41 Thompson, 85-86. 
42 Thompson, 86-88. 
43 Thompson, 88-89. 
44 Thompson, 89-90. 
45 Thompson, 90-91. 
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 i. “Scripture applies both positively and negatively to our lives.” 

 ii. Students should be prepared to find as much conviction as support in determining 

through Scripture which of their ideas and actions are and are not in line with 

God's will. 

 F. “Get started with Probes and Questions”46 

 i. Take the teachings studied, and ponder the manner in which that teaching affects 

every aspect of life. 

 ii. Be willing to ask valid and useful questions about positive actions that can be 

taken in light of scriptural study. 

 G. “Review the Process”47 

 i. Observation 

 ii. Interpretation 

 iii. Evaluation 

 iv. Application 

 

                                                 
46 Thompson, 91-93. 
47 Thompson, 93-94. 
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